Organs Of Special Sense Fact Sheet 1

(Eyes)
Several factors are considered when evaluating Veterans’ claims for VA disability compensation benefits.  Once service connection is established for disability compensation benefits, Veterans may apply for an increased evaluation if they believe the disability has worsened in severity.  

In order to assist with the processing of a Veteran’s claim for increase, the following information is provided to assist you in documenting the disability’s current level of severity for evaluation purposes.  Evaluations for the organs of special sense include disabilities of the eyes and ears, as well as the loss of smell and taste.  Physical examination with objective findings must address the current severity of the disability.  Medical documentation should provide the following information:

1) Subjective history, current symptoms, treatment, and general information regarding the eyes, eyebrows, and lacrimal apparatus. 

2) Objective examination findings that include:

· Visual acuity, which must include near and distant acuity as well as distinguish between uncorrected and best correctable visual acuity with lenses.  

· Indicate if the veteran has light perception only (LPO) or total blindness, if applicable.

· Visual field as determined by Goldmann kinetic perimetry or automated perimetry using Humphrey Model 750, Octopus Model 101, or later versions of these perimetric devices with simulated kinetic Goldmann testing capability.  The results must be recorded on a standard Goldmann chart. 

· Muscle function of the eye to include diplopia measured in direction and degrees.

· Identify whether there is aphakia or lens replacement.

3) Diagnostic and clinical tests:  (Other than for visual acuity, diplopia, and visual fields, as described above.  

· Include results of all diagnostic and clinical tests.

4)   Diagnosis:  

· List diagnoses.

